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Community Forum - Focus on Fire
TOVEA hosted the 2018 Community Forum on February 26, 2018 at Heritage Park, Walnut Grove Park, San
Marcos, CA. The theme this year was "Focus on Fire" since the forum date was on the heels of the Lilac Fire
which devastated the Bonsall/Fallbrook area from 7-16 December 2017. The fire forced the evacuations of
10,000 residents, burned 4,100 acres in the Bonsall area, destroyed 157 structures and killed forty-six horses
at the San Luis Rey Downs training facility in Bonsall. During the fire over 800 horses were taken into the Del
Mar Fairgrounds alone and many more were evacuated to private and public facilities.
The forum's purpose was to share lessons learned from recent fire events in order to be better prepared for
the next with respect to large animal evacuation. Presenters from CAL Fire, the San Marcos Fire Department,
the San Marcos Sheriff’s Department, SD County Department of Animal Services, City of San Marcos, San
Diego Humane Society Animal Rescue Reserve, and the Valley Center Disaster Animal Response Team (DART)
provided lessons learned as well as the capabilities and constraints of their respective organizations. Main
topics were 1) the importance of having an up-to-date evacuation support network/plan, 2) self-evacuation
prior to a formal evacuation order, 3) primary and alternate communication and information channels, 4)
understanding reasons behind route access control procedures to evacuated or dangerous areas.
It was a productive forum, thanks to the professionalism and enthusiasm of the presenters and the audience.
A major takeaway was that today's fires are extremely dangerous, fast-spreading and unpredictable. Quick
containment is not a given. Resources are available but can quickly become strained. Individual responsibility
for one's own livestock is paramount.
TOVEA thanks the presenters and the audience for their participation. Please visit our website for more
detailed notes on the 2018 Community Forum www.keepitequestrian.org

The Newland Sierra project (located North of Deer Springs Road andWest of the I-15 Freeway) was presented
at the SD County Planning Commission on June 28th. Newland Sierra is a planned community consisting of
2,135 dwelling units, 81,000 square feet of commercial use, public and private parks, multi-use trails, a 6-
acre school site, and 1,209 acres of dedicated biological open space on the approximately 1,985 acre site.
The hearing roomwas packed with speakers both for and against the project. The Planning Commission voted
to move the proposed project on to the County Board of Supervisors, and it will be heard at the September
26th meeting.
Currently there are many proposed development projects requesting amendments to the San Diego County

General Plan. Due to restrictions limiting only 4 general plan amendments per year, multiple development projects
are being ‘batched’ together to be heard and decided by the Board of Supervisors. Projects in North County which
are part of the GPA batching are: Warner Ranch 780 units, Lilac Hills Ranch 1746 units, Newland Sierra 2135 units,
Valiano 326 units, and Harmony Grove South 453 units. To find out more about these developments and the
Batching Process, refer to:

https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/pds/gpabatching.html

Newland Sierra, the largest of several proposed developments in North County
goes to Board of Supervisors on Sept 26

https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/pds/gpabatching.html
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Follow My Ride
Deanne Sanderson

Have you ever just wanted to load your horse in the trailer and drive to amazing locations to ride? I had the pleasure of doing that for the
month of July. It started with the desire to take my horse to Salem, OR so I could again ride with my daughter and her horse, who moved
there 2 years ago for school. I knew driving straight through would not be an option with a horse and I wanted to experience different
places to ride along the way. I often ride by myself, but doing so on unknown trails would not be wise. So I mapped out possible stopping
places that each took 3-4 hours to get to and took to Facebook. Old Cowgirls and Horse Trails & Camping Across America were my main
sources. I let people know what I was doing and asked if anyone wanted to show me the trails. Not only did I get volunteers for trail
guides, I also got offers to overnight on some ranches. I met so many great people.

I started the journey with an overnight in Ojai and then 2 nights at Montana de Oro camp grounds in Morro Bay. Then I was off to Davis
area and stayed at Woodland Stallion Station. My next stop and ride was at Shasta Valley Ranch. This ride was amazing. Unfortunately
the fire in Hornbrook had started and the next morning the valley was filled with smoke, so I was unable to do the second ride. So I was
off to Salem a little earlier than planned.

While in Salem, my daughter and I took both day rides and did camping in Hardy Creek, Willamette Mission, fields near her home and
school, Bob Straub Park on the beach, Big Meadows, Green Ridge, and Bullards Beach. I had to change my plans on my route home due
to heavy smoke from fires in the Lassen National Forest, so I again went to Facebook and found stops in Orick where I rode in the
Redwoods, and Ridgewood Ranch in Willits, the home of Seabiscuit. That was very special for my mare to stay in the mare motel for
Seabiscuit’s mares and ride in areas where he trained and then retired as a ranch horse. I had an overnight at Diamond Bar Ranch in
Ceres and then came home. During the whole trip, I took tons of pictures and videos and documented the details on my special Facebook
page called Follow My Ride. You are welcome to check it out. By the way, I don’t have a living quarters trailer. My 2H slant became my
bedroom every night I was on the road.
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Support through Membership
Your membership gives TOVEA the voices and resources it needs to make a difference in a world of competing interests. Your board is working hard to keep the Twin
Oaks Valley and surrounding communities equestrian and to preserve our trails and Walnut Grove Park for equestrian use. Please reach out to other horse owners and
equestrians and encourage them to join TOVEA. Visit our website for more information on current projects, accomplishments and other participation opportunities.
Membership form available on the membership page of our website at Thank you!

A warm welcome to our newest lifetime members! Jody Childs, Mo Parga and Pat Rowe. Thank you for your support.

TOVEA/HHC is inviting our members and the leadership of similar equestrian-focused organizations to an

Ice-cream Social in San Marcos, CA on 22 September 2018 at 4pm. We are reaching out to these organizations

because we believe that most (if not all) of their goals align with each others' and ours and it's important that

we support each other's events. The address is 265 W. La Cienega Road, San Marcos, CA.

Please come out and share some ice-cream, swap horse stories and meet others in the equestrian community!

https://www.facebook.com/followmyride2/

www.keepitequestrian.org



In addition to riding the trails, Lori Hall-McNary with therapy
horse, Bunny, contributed to the SDMBA (San Diego
Mountain Bike Association) training course by teaching the
riders how to exercise proper trail etiquette when
encountering horses. All kids enjoyed the experience and
came away with a clear perspective for future rides.
TOVEA had a booth nearby for additional outreach and education.

TOVEA supported another great organization's efforts during the months of March - June 2018 when our president Pat Rowe
attended a pack & saddle stock camping class presented by the Backcountry Horsemen of California – San Diego Unit (BCHC-
SD). The class was the first of its kind and consisted of three full-day packing educational classes taught by four experienced
BCHC packers, 2) a two-day practice pack-in with stock on private property, 3) a two-day
packing adventure in Cuyamaca Rancho State Park. Special emphasis was given to the
“Leave No Trace” principle, gear selection, animal containment (high-lining), animal
nutrition, and safety/first aid.

Pack & saddle stock camping is a great way to see a lot of beautiful country with the
additional range and equipment provided by pack animals. BCHC-SD is planning a
second packing course in early 2019 for members. The course is limited to 6 students
and there is a beautiful personalized belt buckle to those that complete the course.

BCHC-SD is planning a demonstration as part of the October 21, 2018 12th Annual
Horse Heritage Festival and will also have a booth so that those interested can get
more information about this organization and their activities.

www.bchcsd.com

Back Country Horsemen of California - San Diego Unit

Common Ground Clinic - held May 20, 2018
Thank you Jody Childs, San Dieguito Equine Group and Mo Parga!
from the Twin Oaks Valley Equestrian Association.

It was a beautiful day on the trail at the 27th Annual San Marcos Trails Day!



www.HelpTheHorsepark.org
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